An innovative
e-health
th tool to
identify individuals at
high risk for suffering
a drug overdose
Orion is a pan-European study
tudy with four

the factors and behaviours which influence

research sites in Scotland, Germany,

overdose risk” says Prof. Gerry Humphris the

Denmark and Italy.

Orion project leader at the University of St.

Over 24 months the project,, which started in

Andrews.

January 2011, will develop and deliver an
e-health intervention which assesses known

The ORION project will develop an overdose

risk factors for suffering a drug overdose.

risk assessment tool which is to be used with
substance users in a variety of clinical

“Individuals
Individuals who overdose may, in some

setting. The aim of the tool is to assess

cases, receive health care
e for substance

overdose risk and to educate the substance

abuse; however, we know that the

misusers about the impact their behavior has

treatments themselves do not necessarily

on their personal overdose risk.

change the behaviors which put such
persons at a higher risk of suffering a fatal
overdose. With Orion, we aim to use an
innovative approach to identify personalized
overdose risk factors and raise awareness of

Orion ALERT
July 2012 - Issue 1

Co-financed
financed by the European Union Drug Prevention and Information Programme
The views expressed in this newsletter are purely those of the authors and do not reflect the
views of the European Commission

“Drug overdose kills
one European per
hour”
(European
European Public Health Alliance, 2008)

Progress to date
•

A literature review conducted by

Next steps
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